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Minutes of a meeting of the Debenham Parish Council Neighbourhood Planning Committee held 

on Wednesday, 7
th

 May 2014 at 8:00pm at Dove Cottage, Debenham. 

 

Present: Cllr S Palframan (Chairman), Cllr R Blackwell, Cllr D Hughes, Cllr J Baldwin, Cllr J Abbott, 

Cllr L Cockerton and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk). There was no public present. 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs S Phipps. 

 

2. To consider co-option to the Committee: Deferred to July’s NP meeting. 

 

3. To receive any declarations of interests: No declarations of interest were received. It was 

noted that there would be degrees of interest as matters progressed but these would have 

to be assessed when they presented themselves depending on their scale.  

 

4. Suspension of standing orders: Meeting open for 5 minutes to allow members of the public 

to speak: Meeting open- No public present. 

 

5. To approve minutes of the meeting held 7 April 2014: It was resolved to approve the 

minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 

 

6. To note and consider any matters arising from the last meeting and agree any actions: 

 

A query was raised as to whether the skatepark would become part of the consultation 

process. It was envisaged that it would but that it probably would not be fundamental to 

the Inspector’s decision, as it would part of the Leisure and Recreation topic.  

Cllr L Cockerton added that if there was sufficient support for the skatepark to be sited at 

the DLC and a petition of some form could be organised, it could accelerate the process. 

Cllr J Abbott explained that the Neighbourhood Planning process was likely to take around 

two years and the Parish Council would perhaps prefer not to have the existing ramps in 

storage for that length of time. Cllr L Cockerton added that, as a NP was not like a Parish 

Plan, Leisure and Recreation should be included.  

Cllr S Palframan clarified that the NP process could be inclusive of Leisure and Recreation 

but that the committee should not concentrate their efforts on the non-statutory part of 

the process, as it could be detrimental to the statutory requirements. 

 

Cllr J Baldwin added that this and other items of a Leisure and Recreation nature may be 

raised during the public consultation. 

 

7. To receive update from Cllr S Palframan: Cllr S Palframan had attended a networking 

meeting and had circulated relevant information to all members. Cllr Palframan highlighted 

that experience gained by others should be used as learning tools in order to avoid some of 

the pit falls. Mendlesham and Needham Market were being very successful with their 

process and the Inspectors had highlighted good practices in terms of utilising young 

people and engaging them in all kinds of debate. 

Cllr J Baldwin believed that this would need to be included in the curriculum and that local 

schools would need to be approached soon. It was decided that the Committee would 

approach Cllrs G Helm and H Galley to ask them to liaise with the primary school. 
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Cllr D Hughes suggested that the committee would benefit from promoting and advertising 

the areas where young people would be helpful. It was agreed to do so via the website, 

within the schools, via proactive parents and within the Scouts and Guides. 

 

Cllr S Palframan suggested that the currently agreed six main themes may well change as a 

result of the first public consultation and that the NP process was also encouraged to 

consult with local organisations. 

 

Cllr S Palframan would be agreeing the paper consultation drop-off of points in the next 

two weeks; The DLC and Coopersfield had been booked for the public meetings but no 

further liaison had taken place; Refreshments at both sites to be organised and to be free 

of charge to visitors- Clerk to action. 

 

8. Finance: Application for Locality Funding update: It was agreed that the Clerk would apply 

for a budget of commitment of £7,000 and this matter was being progressed. 

 

9. To receive website and social media update from Cllr J Abbott: Following further 

research, it had become apparent that a separate website would be needed for the NP as 

its content would overload the existing website. There would be an access tab on the One 

Suffolk website which would need to be registered with One Suffolk. Cllr D Hughes 

suggested a more interactive site rather than just one full of readable material. Cllr J 

Abbott confirmed that add-ons were possible at a cost and that he would investigate the 

possibilities. 

 

Cllr D Hughes suggested allocating a small budget to Mr B Woods, website editor, in order 

for the website to be made more engaging and attractive. Cllr J Abbot to liaise with Mr B 

Woods  report back at the next meeting. 

 

Cllr R Blackwell suggested using a photographic montage by Mr Collin Archibald on the 

displays. This montage depicted a skyscraper built near to a Grade II listed building in 

Debenham and it showed an example of what the NP would be trying to avoid in the 

future. It was also thought that this image would capture people’s attention and could be 

used as a focal point. Cllr R Blackwell to circulate the document to all. 

 

10. To receive update on Project Plan from Cllr D Hughes: Cllr D Hughes reported that, as this 

document was a CSV file, it could be opened with Microsoft Excel and as so could be 

updated, printed, etc. Members were asked to analyse the document and have a dialogue 

about it at the next meeting. 

 

11.  Leaflets, posters and website-update: Cllr J Abbott reported that leaflets and posters 

were nearly completed and there were only some minor items to be checked. It was 

agreed that there should only be a maximum of six collection points in the village and that 

additional blank copies of the consultation document should be made available at those 

sites. It was also agreed that a press release should be added to the parish magazine. Cllr S  

Palframan to make further enquiries with Mr D Carruthers. 

 

12. To consider suggestion from the Cemetery Committee to register as Community Interest 

Land a section of privately owned land next to the Cemetery: At the last Cemetery 
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Committee meeting , a proposal had been made to add to the list of Community Assets the 

land at the rear of Coopersfield, which had recently been sold for £45,000. This land could 

possibly be used to extend the existing cemetery, which would be needed in the next few 

years. If an asset listed as community asset was put up for sale, the Parish Council could 

express an interest on its purchase and this would enable a further period of six months to 

be granted for the purchase of the said asset at the current market value. 

 

It was agreed that this was just one of a possible list and Cllr L Cockerton was asked to 

organize a meeting with Cllr F Winrow-Giffin in order to start drafting such a list. Cllr S 

Palframan added that Mrs Tracey Binkley at Mid Suffolk District Council may be able to 

help with the process. 

 

13. Any other business: It was resolved to recommend to full Council the addition of the land 

at the rear of Coopersfield and the farm land adjacent to the Cemetery to the Community 

Asset. It was also agreed that this should be done in the early stages of the NP process and 

that land owners should be notified. 

 

14. Date of next meeting: Wednesday June 4
th

 2014 at 7.30pm. 

 

With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8:45pm. 

 

 

 

Signed:_________________________ Date:_______________________ 

 

 


